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ABSTRACT

A new era of satellite derived winds began on January 11, 1996
at NOAA/NESDI S. Based on a benchmark anal ysis of other

t echni ques used around the worl d, and consensus t hat t he European
met hodol ogy appeared the best, the wi nds process becane totally
automated after nearly twenty years of man/conputer interactive
producti on.

The newoperati onal process generates cloud noti on and wat er vapor
notions wi nds through an automated target selection, vector
cal cul ation, and editor system This paper briefly describesthe
history of satellite winds, the current w nds process and the
future plans at the NOAA/ NESD S.



